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Cavorting with the Natives at the Lolo Pass

Names are fun sometimes. Why Lolo? Most believe the name
was assigned to a half-breed hunter and trapper before 1850.
The mans name was “Lawrence,” but that was apparently a
difficult name to translate into the Native American’s dialect.
So he was known as “Lolo” instead. So all the “Lolo™'s
thereafter, Lolo Pass, Lolo Creek, Lolo Springs, are named for
this long-forgotten trapper.

At Lolo Pass:

= The Visitor Center is open in the summer (8 —5:30.)

= The station has a wealth of excellent historical information
with a great deal of information, primarily about the Lewis
and Clark expedition. Maps are also available.

= Afew short, pretty walks can be taken here.

Some drives leave from here. Since the roads start at more
than a 5300 foot elevation, they are high drives. Those
interested in trying one should ABSOLUTELY discuss the

conditions with the Forest Service people at the Visitors Center.

Three possible drives are:

= Forest Road 500 follow the original Lewis and Clark trail,
with markers and information along the way.

= Primary Forest Road 595 goes north and west, staying in
Idaho and following along the Bitterroot Mountains.

= Primary Forest Road 373 goes generally east for about 20
miles making its way in the Bitterroot Mountains. (Don’t
get the idea Lolo Pass is the “high point” and everything
else is down. The real “roof”’ of Idaho is south of here, in
the state’s central area, topped by Borah Peak at nearly
13,000 feet.)
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The Lehmi Pass, where Clark faced “the
;8 geography of reality,” is about 135 miles
e south of here, as the crow flies.

«Y)  The Lolo Pass is at 5235 feet; Lolo Hot Springs is down to
4160, more than a thousand foot drop in six miles. Lolo, about
30 miles away, is down another thousand, at 3200 feet, about
the same elevation as Missoula.

@’» Get used to these high elevations. The average elevation of
the entire state of Montana is 3400 feet. In twenty-eight of the
fifty states, there is not ANY point higher than Missoula, at 3400
feet!

Turn the car radio to one of Missoula’s stations:

= AM 1290 (KGVO) or 1450 (KGRZ)
= FM 89.1 has nice music

The paper is the Missoulian. Just to give you a
flavor, in the issue at hand:

The front page worries that gas prices
are limited peoples’ leisure driving habits.

. Inside, reports that Montana'’s older
population doubles in next 25 years, making
it 5" in nation for over-65 folks.

. At a more local level, Missoula high-
schoolers can drink a soda walking down
the school’s hallways but not while class is
in session. (See, school is where life’s little
lessons are learned.)

. Editorially, the state legislature is
accused of denying access to public waters
for fishing and hunting.

. A hardware store offers to fix up your
power mower for just $29.99.

. Houses, 3 BR 2 Bath from $135,000

and up. Missoula has become a very

popular place in recent years.







